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It is with great pleasure that I start 
this editorial thanking Miss Marken's English 
freshmen clan who wrote articles for the Cu- 
caracha. Thank you very much indeed. 

I hope more people will follow their 
example to contribute in the newspaper and 
also to show their writing ability. 

As you should know by now at the en¬ 
trance of the Library there is a yellow box 
for letters, articles, and suggestions to 
The Cucaracha. Undoubtedly this will help 
you in contributing. I thank our good 
carpenter, Higoberto, who made it. 

I am glad to say that last issue, on 
the whole, was liked by everybody. This 
shows clearly that it is possible to have a 
good school ' newspaper jp| which is always 
better since we work hard to improve it. 

Let's see if the new year has brought 
you new energies so that you too can work 
harder, and improve in all fields. 

I wish you all the best for this hew 

Year. 

Thank you, 

Adelmo Kisi 

Editor 


Don't you HATE Ii when .... 

1) You spend your last bif of allowance 
to buy a doughnut at recess.... and 
you drop it after having taken only 
one bite. 

2) You have done 25 sit-ups for the first 


time in your lif e.... smack in the 
middle of an ant pile. 

3) You find a fantastic book in the library 
short enough for the book report due 

Friday.and they won 1 t let you check 

it out because you have another book 
overdue. 

4) You have spent all Math class dreaming 
about that lucious chocolate bar in 

your lunch.and when you leave it on 

the table for a second, while you get a 
drink of water, all of your 10 friends 
take a huge biteI 

5) You miss the bus in the morning, because 
you had to run home to get your English 

book.and when you arrive at school 

after walking a couple miles, you dis¬ 
cover you have forgotten your locker key. 

b) You have worked long and hard on a draw¬ 
ing for Art, and personally you think 
it could pass for a Picasso....but Mr. 
Hitchcock's only comment is "Uhhh.... 
what's that?""CSewJL ( 

b) You work feverishly on a project, stay¬ 
ing up so late you can hear the roosters 

crowing.and the next day you find 

out it is due the week after. 

8) You plan a big party....and no one shows 
up except the people you didn't invite. 

9) ' You have a rather plump science teacher 

.and he (or she) gives a lesson on 

"the importance of a balanced diet and 
physical exercise for the human body." 

10) Your stingy homeroom teacher has a whole 
cabinet full of notebook paper....and 
you have to beg her to give you five pie¬ 
ces each week. 

11) You have practiced all week for the band- 
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try-outs....and-when you finish play-. . 
ing, Mr. JsosSworth gives you a pitying 
look and tells the band that your ins¬ 
trument is the-hardest one to play."'' 

T." ,'lirid'Tast. of all, don't you really hate 

it When Hr."Sosa says, "For exammmpull" 

.and looks searchingly around the 

room for a victim while everyone hides 
under his or her desk (and someone turns 
pink I) 

Heidi Winkelman 

"The Ten Commandrents of School" 

1) Thou shalt not come late to school. 

(Take the day off) 

2) Thou shalt not wear a cap in school. 

(a hat is more appropriate) 

3) Thou shalt not look at someone else's 
paper, (ask them to pass it) 

4 ) Thou shalt not leave the lunch tray 
on the table, (shove it off) 

5) Thou shalt not run in the halls. 

(Sliding is more fun) 

6) Thou shalt not whisper in class. 

(Talk so everyone can hear) 

7) Thou shalt not hold hands in school. 
(Kissing is more fun) 

8j Thou shalt not throw erasers. 

(Books sail better) 

9) Thou shalt not borrow pencils. 

(steal them) 

IO) Thou shalt not drive thy teachers.to 
their grave. (Let them hitch-hike) 

Note: Although the second line sounds more 
appropriate than the first, I wouldn't ad¬ 
vise you to follow it because you will 
probably end up in detention. 

July Upfold 

Interview of the School Queen 

Gina Guirnla 

The school queen (the queen of the 
high school, really), was chosen through 


a very democratic procedure. Each grade 
elected a queen. The six lucky candidates 
were: Evelyn Block (7th grade), Katy Daglio 
(Sth grade), Regina Guirola (9th grade), Gi¬ 
na Guirola, (IQth grade), Gracia Imberton 
(llth gradej, and Lisa Willis (l2th grade). 

In homeroom on Wednesday morning the class 
es voted, and the queen was crowned at the 
Christmas dance sponsored by the juniors. 

The queen turned out to be...Gina Guirola, 
the blond-haired candidate of the 10th grade. 
Although she looks more like an American, 
with her blond hair and blue eyes, she is a 
Salvadorean. Her fair looks probably come 
from her mother, who is from New York. All 
her life Gina has gone to the American School 
and she's noted that it has been changing, 
improving, especially in the last few years. 
She has participated m track, in volley¬ 
ball, and established a new regional record 
in high-jumping. Being a sports fan, she 
skies (on water, of course!), rides horse¬ 
back, swims, and apparently likes to study; 
she gets all honor grades! 

Her plans? To go to the States for college 
and just like all of us, she hasn't made up 
her mind which colleg e to go to yet. _ Would 
you believe that her favorite subject is 
geometry....and her worst is biology (What 
happened, hr. Shaffer)? 

Her favorite color is purple. As to her 
queenly duties, she will lead parades and 
marches of the E.A. 

Suzi Winkelman 
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M Y BELOVED SCILMCn CLaS S 

It was eight- f ifteen in the dom¬ 
ing. I was coming into science 
class when I heard some weird noises 
coming out the door. No need to 
worry. It was Lance and Yasushi 
playing some "popular" songs on 
their guitars. The additional rasp¬ 
ing noise was Lance singing. Mr. 
Freund was coming out of the store¬ 
room with two strange and obviously 
rare and poisonous liquids in glass 
vials. That they were rare and poi¬ 
sonous I got from the fact that they 
were colorless and he (Mr. Freund) 
was eyeing them with a strange look 
in his eyes. 

Amadeo and I, who hac! signed up 
extra*—credit points by working an 
experiment, were to go out to the 
library porch and measure the sun's 
shadow. It was a three minute job 
but we decided to finish it in twen¬ 
ty, since we wanted to O ois it fin¬ 
ished fast. 

While on our way there we passed 
the bathroom, from which a white 
mist was coming. We kept on going 
because we knew it was the "normal" 
reaction btween cigar.: e11e smoke 
and bathroom fumes. 

While we did the experiment; cor¬ 
rection, while he did the experiment 
I took a look at the scenery, but 
the hallways were clear of any trace 
of human nature. I went to work. 

We finished five minutes early, so 
I "accidentally" dropped a pencil 
and sent Arnadeo to go and get it. 

When we finally got to class, 
everybody was asleep, except Mr. 
Freund, who was lecturing us, or them 
on the amazing properties of the two 
samples of water (I'm not that good 
at identifying different samples of 
chemicals) he held in his hands. 

I gently slipped towards my desk 
and dropped ty books on the floor. 

The delightful noise it produced woke 
everybody up wi th a start. Some occa¬ 
sional exclamations of disgust could 
be heard traveling across the room. 

The bell rang right after that and 
I went to discuss natters of import¬ 
ance with Mr. Freund. This mornings 
argument was IF he, as a benevolent, 


just, and equitative teacher would 
raise my grade another ten points 
because we spent too much physical 
effort going up and down stairs. 

He did not agree, but since I 
threatened pour hidrochloric acid 
on hi a chair lie said maybe. 

By Jaime Sol 
Mr 3, Ge rtrude Handleman 

Mrs. Handleman is not a new face 
at the American School. She has 
worked here as a librarian for four 
years. She began the 1972 School 
year working as a sixth grade teacher 
in the primary section, but sin ce 
t he departure of the Swansons she has 
taken over all the English and .Amer¬ 
ican literature classes, plus Human- 
ities--a total of six classes in all. 

Mrs. Handleman. has had wide exper¬ 
ience in' teaching, shown by her record 
as an English teacher and teacher of 
secretarial skills in Bogota, Tokyo, 

New York City, and other cities in the 
United States. Although she enjoys 
teaching, she especially liked work¬ 
ing as a full-time librarian. In 
speaking of her experiences as a lib¬ 
rarian, she says, "I liked helping 
the kids on a one-to-one basis." 

As to her arrival in the middle 
of the year, she realises the diffi¬ 
culty of changing teachers—an argu¬ 
ment which is difficult for both 
students and the teacher to make. 

She adds, "I hope that we’ll have a 
smoo.th transition because students 
always hate to lose a teacher that 
they, really like, but I've known so 
many students from working with them 
in the library and I'm looking for¬ 
ward to working with them in class." 

Of her classes, she notes, "Already 
1 5 ve found some signs of very creative 
students, and I hope that they will 
continue working in the same spirit." 
She is quite open to suggestions from 
her classes, as to what they would like 
to do. 

By Suzi Winkelman 
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months and is presently "trying to 
master the Spanish language." A 
political science major of Middlebury 
College in Vermont, Mrs. Beffel has 
been involved, in both ecology and 
modern dance. As to Escuela Americana 
she thinks it is an exciting place. 

She hopes to get more people to enter 
discussions and to participate in 
class. 

By Heidi Winkolman 
CENTRAL AMERICAN NATIONS UNITE 

It is remarkable the way in which 
tho Central American nations have 
reacted to the terrible disaster the 
Republic of Nicaragua has suffered. 
This reaction leaves a lesson to the 
present and future generations, that 
:l c is possible to be fioncls again and 
iorgo c a_i_l che oast mishaps and .mis*" 
unaerstan uings. 

The feeling of companionship has 
been demonstrated in many ways. Hon¬ 
duras came first, opening its roads 
co enable Salvadoreans to transport 
aid to Nicaragua. Tho different 
presidents of the Red Cross met in a 
country to organize tho help given to 
tho Nicaraguoncos. JDnCA asked for 
— h e lp —freia other nations, which was 
given immediately. Those facts give 
us an idea of how people can help each 
other in time of need. 


IMPROVEMENTS LADE THIS YEAR TO OUR 

HIGt SCHOOL 

This school year has been a year of 
great improvements for our school. What 
most interests students is sports and the 
administration has done a lot for our 
(few) sportsmen. Our green (?) football 
field has a modern (?) irrigation system 
and we have grass now instead of just dust 
in the summer and mud in the winter. The 
basketball court has bleachers and adeoua- 
te illumination for games at night. This 
3 ear, our basketball pla 3 rers will play 
with a rose color under their feet. 

Trees have been planted all around the 
school. They’ll grow in. about twenty years 
so that students of the Russian American 
School will breath non-contaminated air. 
Near the main stairway a high jump set has 
been installed so that students wishing to 
walk on the grass will do a little bit of 
exercise,. 

The elementary-school kids will be 
little and fat this year. The administra 
tion took their basketball court away and 
made a hut instead. The poor kids won't 
be able to play basketball and theyrare 
going to grow fat with all that food they 
will eat. 

And, for the spring concert, the band 
members will be albe to make a lot of noise 
They have received a big box full of music 
and Santa Claus even gave them a new drum 
for Christmas.' 

But, after all, the administration is try¬ 
ing hard and has really made many improve¬ 
ments that we as decent students should 
respect. 

A Student. 


JOKES 


^Wo can repeat Walt Whitman 1 s words: 

"All men arc brothers; tho world is 

my homo and my religion is to do good." T 

° Joan: 

By Carmen Elena Alfaro j np • 


Have Fun Folks!! 


All extremely bright men are f.oncei- 
ted. 

That isn't true - I 1 ^ not. 


GREG ANDERSON 

Greg, a new junior, was born in Rome, 
Italy, and has also lived in the States, 
Chile and Columbia. 

He likes Photography, sports, rock mu¬ 
sic, and poodle dogs. 

He is planning to stick around for a 
while, as he says, and then go to college 
in the States to became an architect. 


Russ: We had a long supper tonight 
Robert: Why was it sc long? 

Russ: We had spaghetti. 


Riddle: What is the difference between 
a jeweler and a jailer? 

Answer: A jeweler sells watches and a 
jailer watches cells. 


by Adelmo Risi 


bjr Tony San Giovanni 
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W HAT 13 YQTjB OPIN ION OH TH E DRESS f ’*XE 
Xv'L THI3_S0HQPL . ' 

Gloria- Nixojff* W I like it okay”* 

Rack Martinez* a It flUP 

Robert Mijaago? *Feods more restric¬ 
tions®*, 

David' IfiLIIia? °Ifce present- dress code 
Diems from the narrow thinking of a few 
people in high positions* J^pserontly, 
they find self righteousness in inflio- •• 
ting their views on a majority* Psy¬ 
chologists say this defense mechanism 
eon relay, a fooling of false security 
t.o the person... This is all very fine 
for those 'who enforce the unde, but 
vfiszb 500 kids bo ccntrollod and dressed 
like snail, babies or animals through 
the insecurity of a few”„ 

Gina Gui.ro.ia ; ®^t>e alright 8 ( » 

Heather Catto* *T think tho dross code 
should bo more liberal, because wc have 
enough pressures put on us as students, 
sc why should we have to worry about . 
hew we dress too®? 

Mrs© imrtins ®I approve of anyone, boy 
or girl, who is well drossod, neat, and 

dean...” 

Jdelmc Risit B I think that it is ridi— 
coleus^ and shows tho narrow mindodness 
of people*® 7 

Mrs*- Puontost *lt*s alright*** 

Janie© Mosfcowiia? ®l thinfe think that 
1 Icons thing {faded. frayed) is silly 
and that they shouldrnt tell you who- 
cher or not you look feminine*® 

Mr© Castro t *1 detect think c uniform 
should bo used, but students should be 
clean on fairly well dressed* That is, 
regular shirts and paxrts for boys, skirts 
t"cr girls,, or regular pant suit.® 

Bosmlo Montserrat* With the coopora- 
tl ; cf crciyono'irr-dvod, I believe wc 
ooujud come to a satisfactory solution 
to the dross code* The problem lies in 
thd few individuals that- insist on pu¬ 
shing the rules to an extreme*® 

Mho F'xe.iJiivl ff Much too much attention is 
paid to dross by students and to a less 
extent by staff* A school is not -pri¬ 
marily a place for showing off attire 
bra- rather a place for developing nor.- 
taf habits and processes* To avoid the 
entire issue of a dross code would bo 
desirable* Tho easiest way to do that 
is'establish a uniform dross for all* 


Short of chat, I think the current code 
if enforced, is satisfactory*” 

Tracy Sapp? tt l think that the rules of 
- -the dress code arc' outdated* They may 
have been relevant fis 0 ^onrs'ago, but 
you can't use the same paintbrush for 
over* Each person needs to paint his or 
own-image, and'-part of the imago is the 
way. wc dross? The way we present our¬ 
selves to everyone el so* I third that 
time to put one person*s restrictions on 
another person is when the way' he pro 
scuts Mmself phisicatly offends other 
people, and not when it simply goes against 
the ideas of other people-,-- We are all 
closed minded to some extent, but it is 
not fair to inflict our closed mindodnoss 
oh. other people*® 

Miss Markon? ®I didn-t know wo had one®* 

•» 

Loaii.,3 Sapp 

FRAGTICAS m L OS PBE-SELE CClONjiDOS 

Con gran ontusiasms so oaten dosarro- 
- Hondo las practices do los’difcronies 
deportss- quo v oprosentaran a 'la oscuola 
on.^los juogos r;3tudiantiiu.-s dr 1973. 9 

note quo . y dpsinteros para las 

practices do aos distirti-os doportes osta 
do saparoeiend o* 

Son. varies lbs' oquipos dp dura® urno* 
ticas; entre i s huhles' cgtor#' Soccer, 
©baskefbau 5 volleyball'-' (d op ottos csclop- 
t.i.vos) y track- na. field ^deporte indivi¬ 
dual)* La os cable o spent quo los dopo!p— 
tis'las t . 9 ;. rest " t- : js favorables para 
poncr on .alto au hrnbre 

mos entronudoros quo cgr.cn .h..,.cargo ’£!c 
cade equip© sen? * Sob v rio _ J ; Bernard0' 
Montserrat5 soccer? Avcirc Stark? volley— 
ball 5 Eduardo Cordova? Basketball fqpcnino 
2 a division; Ernesto Sore as; juvenil, 

Carlos Lciva? tradfc and field' mase* Avo¬ 
ir o Stark; form VI: Hrir horar-, , 

! 

Gary Soqucira, George Aluopbach 

i ' 

FOR T HE BETTERMENT OF THE LIBRAR Y 

I 

.^Although the librarians : hive put 
lots of effort to maintain order and 
silence in the library it 8 s : ^tfcirag 
worse e v sry The days f g'y for 

some research, check out or re turn 
in books, that place is a whole 
mesa*. I can 9 b even find a-table 
which is not .1 of people, 
ing and laughing. When Mr* Stemp 
talks over the inhercorne you can 9 u 
hear a—word of. what Joe is s-a- yi n y 
because of the noise* \ 

Be si es the disorder and the 
talking, the library lacks books 
in Spanish* I can never find 
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books on different sources for re¬ 
search. Since we study both lan¬ 
guages, we should have good sources 
of information in both languages.. 

It is in our own hands, stu¬ 
dents, to mantain silence and order 
in our library, we should cooperate 
for the betterment of it. The 
essential materials should be pro¬ 
vided by the school’s administra¬ 
tion, 

I think our library can become 
a really good one with the whole 
school*s help. So let's cooperate! 

RUINA VAZQUEZ 

ADVERTISEMEYT 

Snow-white male cat with huge 
green eyes is unable to travel to 
PerG. and seeks a good home. Two 
years old, affectionate, very gen¬ 
tle, and guaranteed to please. 
Contact Heidi or Suzl, or Texi, or 
Peter at school. 

SLAVE DAY 

Thursaay-Purchase slaves. (Janu¬ 
ary 18). Friday-Slave Day! (Day 
to obey their masters). (Jannary 
19). There are all kinds of slaves 
boys and girls. This is the best 
opportunity to make the better pur¬ 
chase of your life! 

The lowest price for purchase 
is §5.00, You can form groups to 
gather money to buy a slave. 

Slaves will start their duty 
from 7:55 a.m. until 3:05 p.m. 


THE BOTfSBOCKERROOM 

This locherroom is in terrible con¬ 
dition . Two of the ten showers work* 
Tixere are no curtains s and, this 
allows the water to spill over the 
floor , and you can hardly find a 
dry place to stand. The roof should 
be fixed 3 because it is full of 
holes 3 were the lost and found 
things o,re thrown into. 

Some kids hand from the show¬ 
ers and brake them . One method of- 
repairing the showers , so they will 
be permanent 3 is to have a long 
pipe with valves on it and places 
on top of the shower room. When 
you turn the valve on stream of 
water will come down s this pipe 
will be hard, to break.. 


BOUQHETS AND BRICKBATS 

Hisses for the students who make 
our library unusable for students 
who really want a quiet place to 
study. There must be someplace else 
where you can talk .' 

Congratulations to the Student 
Council for taking their responsi¬ 
bilities seriously. This is the 
first time we have had an effective 
Student Council in the School. 

Thirty lashes with a wet 
noodle to the counselor(Mrs. 
McCarthy) who sends out those 
academic probation letters. Don't 
students have a right to fail? 

(Mrs. McCarthy suggests 60 
lashes with a wet noodle for . 
students who waste their energy , 
their teacher 's time and their 
parent's money by failing. She 
says we're all smarter than that 11 ) 

Bouquets to the teachers who 
came in and changed their lives 
around, in orderr to fill the. s pace 
left by Mr, and Mrs. Swanson, 


SANCHO PANS A 

MORE -JOKES 2 

Riddles iViiy does lighting shock 
people? 

Answers It doesn 't know hew to 
conduct itself. 

Riddled. What did, the man any to 
the drummer? 

Answers Bea t it,' 

Riddles What do ghosts call 
mistakes? 

Answers Boo-boos. 

Riddles What is the opposite of 
hot do a? 

.j 

Answers A cool cat. 

TONY SAN GIOVANNI 

THANK YOU very much to Ana Miriam 
Varelo, s Sandra de Leon s Rose Marie 
Mayen 3 and Guadalupe Rubio for their 
help in typing the newspaper. 
Technical helpers Robert Mijango 


JOSE FLORES 


THE NEWSPAPER STAFF 













